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Abstract: Mississippi Valley-type (MVT) Pb-Zn deposits are a subtype of sedimentary-hosted min-
eralization. These deposits are hosted by carbonate sequences in passive-margin tectonic settings.
This paper uses the Fry technique and distance distribution analysis to model the spatial distribution
pattern of MVT Pb-Zn deposits in the west of Semnan province (Iran) and their association with
some geological features, aiming at mapping mineral prospectivity in the area. The modeling results
reveal that NE-SW trending faults and Permian-Cretaceous dolomites and limestone are, respectively,
major structural and lithological controlling factors of mineralization that operate as conduits and
physicochemical subsystems of ore formation. The integration of the corresponding evidence maps of
the controlling factors with a model of the geochemical signature of MVT Pb-Zn deposits through a
supervised random forest approach, a machine learning technique, gains an exceptional prospectivity
map predicting 100% of the known MVT Pb-Zn deposits in only 15% of the study area, which is an
achievement. The recognized targets can be planned for further exploration.

Keywords: fry analysis; spatial pattern; Mississippi Valley-type (MVT) mineralization; structural-
lithological control; geochemical signatures; random forest

1. Introduction

Mississippi Valley-type Pb-Zn (MVT Pb-Zn) deposits are a subtype of sedimentary-
hosted Pb-Zn deposits that occur in platform carbonate sequences, typically in passive-
margin tectonic settings [1-7]. As [8] states, the dominant mineralogy of these deposits
includes sphalerite, galena, pyrite, marcasite, dolomite, and calcite. MVT deposits primarily
occur in platform carbonate sequences within the foreland of orogenic belts. While most
MVT deposits fit this pattern, some anomalous examples are found along the margins of
active extensional basins (such as the Lennard Shelf in Australia) [9-11]. [12] discussed
the geological context in which MVT Pb-Zn deposits are typically found, particularly
in orogenic foreland areas. They highlighted the significant role of tectonic settings in
the formation and localization of these mineral deposits and explained the process of
mineralization, including how lead and zinc become concentrated in these specific settings.
Unlike SEDEX and Irish-type deposits, MVT deposits do not require a direct link between
the tectonic environment where the host rock formed and the subsequent mineralization.
These deposits are associated with broad paleotopographic highs and domal structures at
the basin scale, likely influenced by the overall compressional conditions and basement
highs that facilitate fluid flow [7,8]. MVT deposits are lenticular and irregular in shape
and occur in clusters. Their ore-forming fluid consists of intra-basin brines (not related to
magmatic and metamorphic water) with an approximate salinity of 10 to 30%, equivalent to
the weight of table salt. The Earth’s crust is the source of metals and sulfur in MVT deposits.
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The final temperature of sulfides in these deposits ranges from 75 to 200 degrees Celsius.
The controlling factors for their formation are faults and fractures, dissolution seams, and
transitional boundaries (often between carbonate units and shale layers). Sulfide minerals
exhibit a range from coarse to fine-grained and disseminated to massive [10,13]. Temporal
association with tectonic activity influences fluid flow and hydrothermal processes [8,13,14].

At a district scale of MVT Pb-Zn mineral systems, the critical processes include
sediment basin development, fluid flow, source of metals, active pathways, and chemi-
cal/physical traps. The main factor that starts the desired mineralization process is the
tectonic forces and also lithological pressure of the sedimentary layers caused by the
foreland basin formation [4,6-8,15]. The pressure induces the water flow within the sedi-
mentary basin (basinal brines). This water is heated at the bottom of the sedimentary basin
due to the geothermal gradient. The heated water then moves within the surrounding rocks.
Some of these adjacent rocks serve as good sources of metals, including shales, siltstones,
and sandstones [8]. Some studies show that black shale, which contains extractable metals,
is one of the potential sources of Pb and Zn in Pb-Zn MVT deposits [4,7,16-19]; thus, the
heated fluid leaches the metals from the surrounding rocks and carries them away.

Faults and fractures serve as pathways for fluids within the Earth’s crust, allowing the
percolation of the saline fluids with the host rocks and also increasing the area of interac-
tion. Movement along these structures allows the creation of spaces where mineralization
occurs. These faults play a key role in transferring ore-bearing fluids from deeper layers
to the surface. Within carbonate host rocks, fluid circulation occurs through permeable
corridors, enhancing the conduit for ore-forming processes [20-22]. MVT Pb-Zn deposits
are particularly prevalent in the Phanerozoic, constituting the second-largest category
of lead-zinc deposits, accounting for approximately 24% of all Pb-Zn occurrences. The
peak occurrence of MVT deposits coincides with the amalgamation of the Pangaea super-
continent (Carboniferous to Permian) and the Alpine-Laramide orogeny (Cretaceous to
Tertiary) [8]. Recent decades have seen significant advances in understanding the genesis
of the MVT Pb-Zn mineralization. Extensive research has investigated the features of these
deposits [17,18,23-25]. Currently, it is widely accepted that most MVT deposits are related
to enormous fluid systems that migrated through carbonate units in foreland basins, driven
by gravity from an adjacent orogenic belt [3,26-28]. These epigenetic Pb-Zn deposits are
hosted by stratigraphic layers within carbonate rock formations, resulting from the filling
of specific horizons [1,3,4,6,8].

There are over 285 carbonate-hosted Pb-Zn (CH Pb-Zn) deposits in Iran, which fall into
two main categories: (1) Permian-Triassic-hosted deposits (mainly MVT) concentrated in
the Central Alborz metallogenic belt, the NE margin of the Sanandaj-Sirjan Zone (55Z), and
the Tabas-Posht e Badam metallogenic belt and (2) Cretaceous-hosted deposits distributed
in the SSZ, the Yazd Block, and the Central Iranian Geological and Structural (CIGS)
transitional zone [14,15]. There is a notable association between the distribution of CH
Pb-Zn deposits and the main suture zones surrounding the Iran Plate. Most of the orogenic
MVT deposits from the Permian-Triassic period occur along these suture zones. These
zones formed due to the collision between the Iran Plate and the Eurasia Plate during
the Upper Triassic when the Paleo Tethys Ocean closed. The close spatial and temporal
relationships between these MVT deposits and the Main-Cimmerian orogenic events
indicate the development of a foreland basin during the Upper Triassic. This basin played
a role in Pb-Zn and fluorine mineralization. The modern distribution of these deposits in
Iran is attributed to the formation of this foreland basin and subsequent fragmentation of
the Central Iranian Microcontinent into blocks that rotated along right-lateral strike-slip
faults. This late process divided the Permian—Triassic MVT province into the Tabas Posht e
Badam and Central Alborz metallogenic belts [14,15]. Some studies have been conducted
about CH Pb-Zn deposits in Iran [8,13-15,29,30]. Parsa and Maghsoudi [20] considering
the necessity of recognizing the processes that have controlled the establishment of MVT
Pb-Zn mineralization in the Behabad district (Iran), clarified the structural and lithological
factors influencing their distribution.
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Considering the necessity of distinguishing the processes that controlled the organiza-
tion of MVT Pb-Zn mineralization, this study aims to clarify the structural and lithological
factors influencing the distribution of MVT Pb-Zn deposits in western Semnan in Iran,
which are not yet fully understood and can provide valuable insights for future exploration
efforts [18]. In this study, the Fry analysis technique [31] was applied to clarify spatial
distribution patterns in the MVT Pb-Zn deposit [20,32]. Additionally, we used distance
distribution analysis [33] to study the spatial relationship between geological features and
known occurrences and subsequently recognize the geological features that are significantly
associated with MVT Pb-Zn deposits [20,34]. Furthermore, we integrated sediment basin
geochemical signatures and inferred controlling factors using a data-driven random forest
(RF) algorithm to identify high-potential MVT Pb-Zn mineralization in the study area.

2. Geological Framework of the Study Area

The study area is located in the western part of Semnan province, Iran (Figure 1a).
Semnan province straddles the southern slopes of the Alborz Mountain range (central-
eastern) and borders the Great Desert to the north. It falls within two distinct structural
zones: the Alborz Zone and the Central Iran Zone (CIZ) (Figure 1a). The ‘Semnan fault’ in
the north demarcates the boundary between Alborz and CIZ, while the Attari fault, located
about 30 km east of Semnan, separates the two tectono-sedimentary zones within the CIZ
(Figure 1b). These tectonic features play a crucial role in shaping the geological landscape
of Semnan Province [35-37]. Separated by important faults from north to south, the study
area exhibits two major tectono-sedimentary units, including within the Alborz Zone with
shale, green sandstone, and tuff, as well as the CIZ characterized by continental or shallow
marine sediments, limestones, conglomerates, and sandstones (Neogene units [35-37]).
Furthermore, fluorite and galena mineralization were reported in limestone layers of
the Elika formation and in the Cretaceous limestone, southern part of Shahmirzad zone.
Figure la and b depict the geographical location and simplified geological map of the
selected study area, respectively.

MVT Pb-Zn Mineralization in Western Semnan

The study area, situated southeast of the central Alborz metallurgical belt in northern
Iran, exhibits significant mineralization potential for MVT zinc-lead and fluorite. The
Alborz orogen system is a part of the Alpine-Himalayan orogenic belt [13,15,38-42]. Thrust
faults play a pivotal role, displacing structural elements and leading to duplex systems.
Two distinct thrusting generations shaped the area: (1) the pre-Jurassic phase associated
with the Early Cimmerian orogeny (ductile nature) and (2) the Cenozoic phase, which is
related to the Alpine orogeny (brittle behavior) [40].

In the study area, MVT lead and zinc mineralization primarily occurs in Cretaceous
carbonate rocks (dolomite and dolomitic limestone), Lar formation limestones (Late Juras-
sic), and Elika formation dolomites (Triassic) [8,13,14,30]. Sulfide mineralization in this area
is accompanied by hydrothermal alteration, dolomitization, and less significant silicifica-
tion [29]. Hydrothermal dolomites, coarser-grained than regional diagenetic ones, surround
sulfide mineralization loads. MVT deposits tend to be more commonly hosted in dolomite
rather than limestone. These dolomite-hosting deposits are typically larger and exhibit
higher grades of Pb and Zn compared to other host rocks [43]. Galena, sphalerite, and
minor pyrite occur in various forms (streaks, veins, substitution, etc.) and are associated
with carbonate mineral phases. The Anzab and Bashm faults, trending NE-SW, are key
structures in the Cretaceous succession and seem to play a crucial role in sulfide mineraliza-
tion. These compressional faults intersect secondary mineralization-related tensional faults
and fractures with NW-SE trends. Fault activity was initiated during Upper Cretaceous
limestone and dolomite deposition in western Semnan [13].

Hydrothermal fluids exhibit a homogeneous temperature range (70-110 °C) and
salinity (15%—25% NaCl by weight) [13]. Oxygen isotope studies on quartz and carbon
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isotopes of dolomite reveal sedimentary fluids as ore-forming agents. Galena Pb isotopes
trace the metals back to continental crust sources [8,13].
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Figure 1. (a) Structural map of Iran and the location of the study area. (b) Simplified geological map
of the study area. The numbers are the same as those in Table 1.

Based on a 1:100,000 scale geological map of Semnan and related previous studies,
characteristics of 16 MVT Pb-Zn deposits of the study area were summarized (Table 1).
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Since the Semnan fault is the boundary of the Alborz structural zone and CIZ, all of these
deposits are located in the Alborz zone.

Table 1. Summary of major characteristics of some MVT deposits in western Semnan.

No. Name Xin UTM Y in UTM Metal Associations Host Rock
1 Chenaran 53°10'15" 35°40/54" Lead Limestone. Lar. Fm (Jurassic)
2 Darreh Ahu 53°14/21" 35°43'31" Lead Dolomite, limestone (Cretaceous)
3 Sarlash 53°03'48" 35°48'15" Lead/Zinc Limestone (Cretaceous)
4 Anabu 53°03'55" 35°48'09” Lead/Zinc Limestone (Cretaceous)
5 Kuh-e-Rudbar 53°10'29"” 35°40'55" Lead/Zinc Limestone. Lar. Fm (Jurassic)
6 Ab 01 InAI! el ALl . Sandy limestone. Shahmirzad member
garm 53°11'20 35°39'45 Lead/Zinc .
(Jurassic)
7 Shahmirzad 53°16'29" 35°43'54" Lead/Zinc Limestone (Cretaceous)
8 Mehdi Shahr 53°19'00” 35°45'00" Lead/Zinc Limestone. Lar Fm (Jurassic)
9 Kuh-e-Bashm 53°27'00" 35°49/59" Lead/Zinc Limestone (Cretaceous)
10 Rezabarag 53°28'18" 35°49/40" Lead/Zinc Limestone (Cretaceous)
11 Sangsar 53°19'59" 35°43'36" Lead and Zinc Limestone. Elika Fm (Triassic)
12 Laveh dar 53°22/00" 35°44'41" Lead and Zinc Dolomite. Elika Fm (Triassic)
13 Darband Shahmirzad 53°15'00” 35°45'00" Lead and Zinc Limestone, dolomite. Elika Fm (Triassic)
14 Darband 53°21'10” 35°44/54" Lead and Zinc Limestone (Cretaceous)
15 Rezabark 53°27'17" 35°49/40" Lead and Zinc Limestone (Cretaceous)
16 Shahmirzad1 53°17'08" 35°44'14" Lead and Zinc Limestone (Cretaceous)

3. Material and Methods
3.1. Data Source

In this study, we used a 1:100,000 scale geological map of Semnan. The geological
map was digitized, from which the recorded lithological units and faults/lineaments
were derived in the vector format (Figure 1b) and the locations of 16 known MVT Pb-Zn
occurrences in western Semnan (Figure 1b and Table 1).

The Geological Survey of Iran conducted a systematic geochemical exploration pro-
gram in the Semnan geological map area at a 1:100,000 scale. They established a regular
sampling network with 1400 m x 1400 m cell size. Stream sediment samples were collected
from first- or second-order streams within each cell. These samples were combined into
composite samples representing 2 km? and associated with each cell’s center. A total of
1111 composite stream sediment samples were collected. Major and trace element concen-
trations in these samples were analyzed using inductively coupled plasma optical emission
spectrometry (ICP-OES), except for gold (Au), which was analyzed separately using the
fire assay method (note that universities and researchers are permitted to use the GSI data).
Geochemical data investigation is crucial for identifying promising areas for mineralization
modeling [44]. Previous studies by [45-48] have successfully used geochemical data to
detect anomalies and potential mineral resource zones.

3.2. Fry Analysis

The spatial distribution of mineralization can be assessed by creating a plot where
the distances and directions between each data point are represented as points relative to
the origin [32]. The Fry analysis, introduced by Fry in 1979, is a geometric autocorrelation
technique used to examine the spatial distribution of point objects. This method was
applied to investigate the structural controls of mineral deposits across various terrains, as
demonstrated by studies conducted by [20,32,34,49]. In the Fry method, a transparent sheet
of paper with vertical and horizontal axes is employed to create a set of translated points
based on the location of each object. By moving the paper both horizontally and vertically
across a map depicting the spatial distribution of points, researchers position each point at
the central intersection point once, recording the locations of the remaining points on the
transparent paper. In DotProc software (version 1.0f), for a total of n points, the Fry analysis
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generates n’— translated points, commonly known as ‘Fry points’. These points provide
valuable insights into the spatial distribution of point objects and mineral deposits during
regional-scale assessments, helping us investigate the influence of geological features in
the genesis of one typology of deposits. Therefore, in this study, the point vector layer
containing coordinates of the 16 MVT Pb-Zn occurrences in ArcGIS (version 10.8.1) was
exported into a format supported by DotProc. Using the Fry points output from DotProc
1.0f, we inputted the data back into ArcGIS to visualize and analyze the spatial pattern of
both the Fry points and the original data points.

3.3. Distance Distribution Analysis

The concept of distance distribution pertains to the probability distribution of the
distance from a fixed point to the k-th nearest figure within a Poisson process of identically-
shaped figures in n-dimensional space [33]. The method outlined in Berman’s paper
enables the determination of this distribution, and notably, it remains independent of
the figures’ orientation distribution. This approach has been applied in various fields,
including the study of spatial associations between point objects and geological features,
such as mineral occurrences [20,50,51]. In this approach, we compare the cumulative
relative frequency distribution of distances from a set of geological features to mineral
deposit locations (Dm) with the distribution of distances to all locations (De). The former
represents the geological conditions influencing mineral deposit emplacement, while the
latter represents a random pattern. The contrast C, which represents the difference between
the two plots at varying distances, serves as a measure of spatial association between
mineral deposits and geological features. If C=0, then the mineral deposit locations and
the set of geological features are spatially independent [34]. Positive and negative C values
indicate corresponding positive and negative spatial associations. The maximum value of C
(Cmax) identifies the optimal distance range where the most significant spatial association
occurs between mineral deposits and the geological features under examination. A higher
Cmax signifies a stronger spatial relationship between these features (faults, lithologies,
etc.) and mineralization.

3.4. Random Forest (RF) Algorithm-Based Modeling

To produce a prospective map of MVT Pb-Zn mineralization in western Semnan, we
used RF algorithm [52]. RF is a machine learning (ML) algorithm that creates an ensemble of
multiple decision trees to reach a singular, more accurate prediction or result. This method is
very popular for not only classification tasks but also for regression analysis [44,53-56]. The
trees are applied sequentially, starting from a root node and progressing to terminal nodes
(leaves). The goal is to make repeated predictions based on training data. RF can be used
for both classification and regression tasks. Each decision tree in the ensemble is trained on
a randomly selected subset of the data, using bootstrap aggregation (bagging). Out-of-bag
samples are used for validation. Additionally, at each node split, a random subset of
predictor variables is considered. The final prediction from the RF (in regression) is the
average of predictions from all the individual regression trees. The algorithm recursively
splits the data based on conditions until a predefined stopping criterion is met. Each
leaf node contains a simple regression model. The Gini impurity index is used to assess
the purity of child nodes relative to their parent node. Decision trees in RF can grow
to maximum purity, unlike regression trees, which can be pruned or grown to specific
conditions [52,57].

In data-driven predictive modeling of mineral prospectivity, RF utilizes multiple re-
gression trees. These trees are trained on labeled data, where the target variable takes values
of 1 for deposit locations and 0 for non-deposit locations. As a result, RF predictions yield
floating values between 0 and 1, representing the likelihood of mineral deposit occurrence.
By applying a specific threshold value, these predictions can be classified into a binary map
of prospective and non-prospective areas. In this study, we used a binary labeling approach
(0 and 1). Specifically, we considered a buffer of 2000 m around the 16 known MVT Pb-Zn
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deposits, labeling these areas as 1 (indicating mineralization). Additionally, we identified
16 locations that are not only distant from the known deposit sites but also far from their
suitable host rocks, labeling them as 0 (indicating non-mineralization).

3.4.1. Hyperparameters for RF Analysis

When working with RF for regression tasks, it is essential to understand hyperparam-
eters and evaluate the model’s performance. The key aspects to consider involve:

Number of Estimators (n_estimators): The #n_estimators parameter determines the
number of decision trees in the ensemble. Increasing the number of estimators can improve
model performance up to a point. However, adding too many trees may lead to overfitting.
We should consider experimenting with different values (e.g., 100, 500, 1000) and selecting
the optimal value based on cross-validation results.

Randomness Parameters (random_state): The random_state parameter ensures repro-
ducibility by fixing the random seed used during bootstrapping and feature selection. We
should set it to a specific value (e.g., 0) for consistent results across runs.

3.4.2. Performance Metrics for Regressor RF

Mean Absolute Error (MAE): The MAE measures the average absolute difference
between predicted and actual values. Lower MAE indicates better performance.

Root Mean Squared Error (RMSE): The RMSE penalizes larger errors more heavily
than the MAE. It is the square root of the mean squared error. Smaller RMSE values are
desirable.

R-squared (R2) Score: The R2 score represents the proportion of variance explained by
the model. It ranges from 0 to 1, where 1 indicates a perfect fit. Higher R2 values indicate
better explanatory power.

4. Analysis, Results, and Interpretation

To assess the spatial distribution pattern of Pb-Zn MVT deposits in the study area, fry
analysis was applied to the locations of the 16 known deposits (Figure 2a). Furthermore, an
orientation diagram was created for all pairs of Fry points, revealing a significant northeast-
to-southwest direction (see Figure 2b). This orientation corresponds to the prevailing
northeast-to-southwest fault and carbonate unit trend observed in the study area.

(@)

(b)

Figure 2. (a) Fry plot showing known mineralization trend in the study area. (b) Orientation diagram
to investigate the orientation distribution of the connecting lines between known deposits in the
Fry plot.

In the study area, various faults were categorized into four main orientations: N-S,
E-W, NW-SE, and NE-SW (Figure 3). The minor direction showed N30°W, N50°W-
N60°W, and N80°E. Distance maps for all four orientations were created (Figure 4). Then,
the spatial relationships between MVT Pb-Zn deposits and these structural features were as-
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sessed using the distance distribution analysis method introduced by [33] (see Figure 5a—d).
According to the producing plots and related C values for each orientation, all of the faults’
orientations are in a positive correlation with MVT Pb-Zn occurrences except for N-S
trending faults. The C_max values for the E-W and NW-SE directions are 0.43 and 0.44,
respectively. However, NE-SW striking faults show significant positive spatial associations
with the mineralization type sought in western Semnan. The C_max value of NE-SW
striking faults is 0.49 (Table 2).

MVT Pb-Zn mineralization occurs within cretaceous dolomite and limestone. For a
better understanding of the relationship between these rock units and MVT mineralization,
a distance distribution analysis was conducted. The results indicate a strong positive spatial
association (C_max value of 0.72) between cretaceous dolomite and limestone with MVT
Pb-Zn occurrences (Table 2 and Figure 6). Therefore, it can be inferred that these rock
units play a significant role as the lithological control for MVT Pb-Zn mineralization in
western Semnan.

Table 2. Maximum contrast values for different geological features in western Semnan.

Geological Features Maximum Contrast Value, Cyax
NS striking faults 0.18
EW striking faults 0.43
NW-SE striking faults 0.44
NE-SW striking faults 0.49
Permian—Cretaceous dolomites and limestone units 0.72
(a) 53°0'0"E 53°15'0"E 53°30'0"E
=z
= o
- s
) -3
Legend R &
— NW-SE trending fault (b)
— NE-SW trending fault i
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-4 =
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g m
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Figure 3. (a) Fry points of MVT Pb-Zn deposits and various orientations of faults in western Semnan.
(b) Rose diagram of faults in the study area.
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Figure 4. Distance maps of (a) N-S, (b) NE-SW, (c) E-W and (d) NW-SE main trending faults in the
study area.
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4.1. Conceptual Modeling of Geologic Controls on MVT Pb-Zn Mineralization

According to the spatial association analysis, the individual sets of geological features
in terms of their relative importance as controls on mineral deposit occurrence can be
ranked. Based on the foregoing explanation about MVT Pb-Zn mineralization in western
Semnan and spatial analysis results in the relationship between the MVT Pb-Zn occurrences
and geological features, we can imagine a conceptual model and identify spatial criteria in
MVT mineralization in the study area. Therefore, the prospectivity for MVT Pb-Zn deposits
in the district is defined by the following geological and spatial recognition criteria:

o  The presence of Permian—Cretaceous dolomite and limestone geological units as
chemical and also physical traps.

e  The presence of relative regular structure (NE-SW) faults/fractures and the confluence
of the fault families for fluid migration from source to traps.

e  The presence of fractures to provide a suitable path for the flow of fluids from the
sedimentary basin.

Additionally, in the formation of MVT deposits, the presence of a sedimentary basin
as the primary condition for starting the desired mineralization and also the presence of
rocks rich in metals (such as shales) that are leached by saline fluids is required. This
conceptual model of the district-scale mechanism of geological control on MVT Pb-Zn
mineralization in the study area can be tested further and mapped through predictive
modeling of mineral prospectivity.

4.2. MVT Pb-Zn Mineral Prospectivity Mapping (MPM)
4.2.1. Geochemical Signatures

For mapping MVT Pb-Zn mineralization in western Semnan, we used the identified
spatial controlling factors combined with the study area’s geochemical signatures.

In this research after required preprocessing, we conducted a multivariate factor anal-
ysis on 28 elements to identify the key influencing and controlling components related to
the desired mineralization. Subsequently, Pb, Zn, and Ba were identified as the controlling
components in this study. Then fuzzified geochemical maps of Pb, Zn, and Ba were pre-
pared for suitable representation of geochemical signatures [58-67]. Thus, we prepared the
following evidence layers for MPM in the study area for desired mineralization; we used
logistic functions to fuzzify raster layers (Table 3).

Fuzzified map of the proximity to the NE-SW trending fault (Figure 7a)

Fuzzified map of the proximity to Permian—-Cretaceous dolomite and limestone geo-
logical unit (Figure 7b)

Fuzzified map of the geochemical information layer of Ba (Figure 8a)

Fuzzified map of the geochemical information layer of Pb (Figure 8b)

Fuzzified map of the geochemical information layer of Zn (Figure 8c)

Table 3. Fuzzification functions are applied to generate the continuously-weighted predictor layers.

Predictor Membership Function

Proximity to NE-SW trending faults Small
proximity to Permian—Cretaceous dolomite and

. . . Small
limestone geological unit
Pb distribution layer MS Large
Zn distribution layer MS Large

Ba distribution layer MS Large
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Figure 7. Geological controlling factors evidence layers: fuzzified maps of proximity to (a) NE-SW
trending faults and (b) cretaceous dolomite and limestone geological units.
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Figure 8. Fuzzified geochemical maps of (a) Ba, (b) Pb, and (c) Zn.
4.2.2. Model Training

The suitable RF tuning hyperparameter and the model performance metrics in this
study are shown in Tables 4 and 5, respectively. Model training was based on the labeling
procedure demonstrated in Figure 9.Through subsequent training and predicting via the
designed model, we created a prediction map of MVT Pb-Zn mineralization in western
Semnan, as shown in Figure 10. This prediction map introduced all of the known deposits
in only 15% of the study area.
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Table 4. Hyperparameters for regressor RF.

Hyperparameter Value
Number of Estimators 200
Random State 0

Table 5. Performance metrics for regressor RF implementation.

Performance Metric Value
Mean Absolute Error 0.06
Root Mean Squared Error 0.14
R-squared (R2) Score 0.82
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Figure 9. 0,1 Labeling approach in this study for data-driven MPM.
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Figure 10. Obtained prediction map by RF.

5. Discussion

For over four decades, geoscientists have worked to comprehend the underlying
controlling factors in the varied distribution of different types of mineral deposits to model
mineral prospectivity and exploration targeting [6,12,20,68-80]. The spatial distribution
of mineral deposits is not random and is influenced by specific geological processes and
features. Analyzing the spatial patterns of known occurrences can unveil which geolog-
ical factors probably controlled their formation. Furthermore, studying the associations
between these deposits and specific geological features helps us discern the relative im-
portance of each feature as a control on mineral occurrence. Ultimately, this knowledge
informs the creation of predictive maps for assessing the prospectivity of similar mineral
deposits at specific geographical scales.

Depending on various geological conditions and, consequently, mineralization pro-
cesses, mineral deposits may be distributed in different patterns. Using mineral occurrence
distribution recognition and then identifying spatial relationships between geological fea-
tures and mineral occurrences could highlight controlling features on deposit formation.
Controls on ore deposition could assist exploration geologists with reliable exploration
targeting criteria. In this study, the point-based spatial distribution method (e.g., Fry
analysis) and the lineament-based spatial distribution method (e.g., distance distribution
analysis) were implemented to assess the spatial distribution pattern and controlling factors
in MVT Pb-Zn mineralization in western Semnan, Iran. Each approach for analyzing the
spatial distribution of mineral deposits focuses on specific aspects. However, relying solely
on individual methods may not provide adequate insights into the controlling factors
of mineralization. To better understand these controls, integration of multiple methods
is necessary.
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In this study, the spatial analysis revealed that the MVT Pb-Zn mineral deposition pat-
tern follows the NE-SW trend. As depicted in Figure 3, the distribution of Fry points aligns
parallel to fault traces, and the main trend of units exhibits a dominant northeast-southwest
trend. The spatial analysis of Pb-Zn MVT deposits in relation to fault orientations reveals
significant insights into the geological controls on mineralization. The distance distribution
analysis demonstrated a significant positive correlation between NE-SW trending faults
and the occurrence trend of MVT Pb-Zn deposits in the study area. While NW-SE and E-W
trending faults also exhibit significant C_max values, the NE-SW trending faults stand out
with the highest contrast value of 0.49. This suggests that NE-SW faults play a prominent
role in shaping the geological framework in western Semnan. In addition, the Fry plot
analysis further supports the NE-SW trend as the principal direction of mineralization,
reinforcing the significance of these trending faults. Therefore, objective data (C_max
values) and visual evidence (Fry plot) converge to highlight NE-SW trending faults as
the dominant structural control through which ore fluids are probably channeled. This
finding aligns with previous investigations and field observations [8,13]. Furthermore, the
cumulative percentage graphs (Figure 5) indicate that approximately 70% of the known
deposits are located within one kilometer of E-W trending faults. This suggests a strong
structural control exerted by these faults on the localization of mineralization. Furthermore,
the distance-distribution analysis for NW-SE trending faults shows that around 90% of the
known deposits occur within 2.5 km of these faults. This pattern highlights the regional
influence of NW-SE trending faults on the distribution of Pb-Zn deposits. In contrast, the
NE-SW trending faults exhibit a more localized control, while 90% of the known deposits
are situated within one kilometer of these faults. These findings suggest that NE-SW trend-
ing faults likely act as ore-controlling structures at the deposit scale, while NW-SE and E-W
trending faults play a significant role in controlling mineralization at the regional scale.
The interplay between these fault orientations and their respective distances to mineral
deposits underscores the complexity of structural controls in the study area. Overall, the
analysis provides a comprehensive understanding of the spatial relationship between fault
orientations and Pb-Zn mineralization, which is crucial for guiding future exploration
efforts in the region.

Moreover, distance distribution analysis revealed that Permian—Cretaceous dolomites
and limestones, which are hosted for MVT mineralization, are lithological controls in MVT
Pb-Zn mineralization in western Semnan. The results in Figure 6 demonstrated that about
95% of the known deposits occurred within 1.5 km of Permian—Cretaceous dolomite and
limestone units, highlighting these units’ significant role in trapping the enriched fluids.
MVT deposits are indeed associated with carbonate rocks. Changes in vertical and lateral
permeability within carbonate platform sequences play a crucial role in mineralization [81].
The mineralization process is influenced by factors controlling deposit fluid formation,
which encompasses transitional facies such as shale to carbonate, lime to dolomite, and
sandstone to carbonate [11,82].

6. Conclusions

The Fry analysis technique was used to investigate the spatial distribution pattern of
MVT Pb-Zn deposits in western Semnan, Iran. Based on the Fry analysis, we concluded
that the distribution of mineral deposits in western Semnan is not random but follows
an NE-SW trend, parallel to the main unit trend and parallel to the main fracture pattern
trend. The results of distance distribution analysis showed that the NE-SW, NW-SE, and
E-W striking faults are important structural controls for the MVT Pb-Zn mineralization in
western Semnan. The NE-SW striking faults with the highest C_max value are the most
important structural controls in the prospect scale. While the NW-SE and E-W trending
faults act as critical controls on the regional scale. The Anzab and Bashm faults play a
pivotal role in the mineralization of some MVT deposits in the study area. These NE-SW
trending compressional faults intersect NW-SE trending tensional faults that influence
the deposition of sulfides. In addition, Permian—Cretaceous dolomites and limestone in
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the study area were introduced as important lithological factors influencing the type of
mineralization sought. Based on the C_max values, lithological controls were found to
play a more crucial role in the development of MVT mineralization compared to structural
factors. Faults/fractures have provided active pathways as well as physical traps for Pb-Zn-
bearing fluids responsible for MVT mineralization in the district and Permian—Cretaceous
carbonate host rocks are suitable chemical and physical traps for ore-bearing fluid focus-
ing. It appears that ore-bearing fluids were likely directed through fault corridors and
subsequently trapped within lithological controls, circulating further through permeable
pathways in brittle dolostone formations. These processes facilitated the movement of
ore-forming fluids and subsequent supergene and oxidation processes. Therefore, future
exploration efforts should concentrate on the Permian—Cretaceous dolostone formations.

The spatial analysis techniques used in this study accurately depicted the spatial
pattern of mineralization and the structural-lithological controls on mineralization. Subse-
quently, a data-driven procedure that combined the structural-lithological controls with the
geochemical signatures of the sedimentary basins in the study area provided an excellent
predictive map. This map highlighted areas of high potential, covering all 16 known de-
posits (100%) in only 15% of the study area. This excellent prediction rate of the proposed
approach emphasizes the correct identification of (1) the spatial pattern of mineralization,
(2) the correlation between occurrences and geological features, (3) the mineral system
of the type sought, (4) the conceptual modeling of the mineralization, (5) the decision of
labeling procedure, (6) the choice of data-driven MPM method, and (7) the hyperparameter
tuning of the predictive model. Accordingly, an intelligent combination of spatial control-
ling factors with geochemical signatures can map the mineralization potential of the desired
type of ore deposits. The random forest algorithm can robustly highlight high-potential
zones of MVT Pb-Zn mineralization in analogous metallogenic provinces.
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